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Christopher Estridge
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designer)

© wasnl from his mother’s jewellery
box that painter Christopher Estridge
developed his taste for things sparkly.

“She had a couple of nice, under-
stated pieces,” says Estridge. “But
my lave for jewellery came from
watching movie stars like Marlene

The Bronx native moved 1o Toronto
in 1992 with his partner John Bailey
(CEO of Famous Players Canada).
Estridge’s abstract paintings have shown
ar numerous US galleries and can be
seen at Toronto's Trias Gallery.

Collecting jewellery — bracelets, in
particular — is just one of Estridge’s
many passions; he also collects art,
shoes and clothes of all sorts. “Those
aren’t collections,” he protests. “That's
just my closet, that's what | wear.”

Nonetheless, the Royal Ontario Museum
recently accepted a few of his outfits for
its collection.

Except for maybe the giant topaz ring
formerly owned by Eartha Kit and his
father's dog tags, Estridge is unsenti-
mental about jewellery. Over the years
he's received bequests from Iriends; he
either gives the pieces away or melts
them down 1o be refashioned. “How do
you think the Duchess OFf Windsor kept
up-to-date? She'd have her jewellery
redesigned every decade.

“Jewellery is no good if it sits in a box
and never gets worn. And if it's not my
taste, I'm not wearing it.”

he has a number of lavourite
designers, Estridge says he buys jew-
ellery “because | think it's a nice piece,
not because there's a name behind it.”

Photographs by Paula Wilson. Incon-
versation with GB.




